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1. Introduction

This article will examine the role of librarians in the management of IRs, highlighting their
contributions to the development and success of these repositories. By exploring the challenges and
opportunities faced by librarians in managing IRs, this article aims to provide insight into the
evolving role of librarians in the digital age and their importance in supporting the scholarly
communication ecosystem. The management of IRs involves a range of activities, including
collecting, organizing, preserving, and making available digital content. Librarians are well-
equipped to handle these tasks, as they possess expertise in information organization, metadata
creation, and digital preservation. In addition to technical skills, librarians also play a key role in
promoting the use of IRs among faculty, students, and other stakeholders. They provide training and
support for contributors, educate users on the benefits of open access to research, and facilitate the
discovery and use of IR content by researchers and the public.Globally institutional repositories
(IRs) are catalytic of transformative role in academic knowledge management (KM). This role is
vital to knowledge activities including the acquisition, creation, conversion, sharing, dissemination,
transfer, preservation, and reuse of knowledge in higher education (Arjun, 2017). Knowledge
management practices and processes have roots in library practices anteceding institutional
repositories.
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2. Definition of institutional repositories

An institutional repository is an archive for collecting, preserving, and disseminating digital
copies of the intellectual output of an institution, particularly a research institution.(Wikipedia)

An institutional repository is a web-based database (repository) of scholarly material.
The institutional repositories collect stores and disseminate digital resources and long term preserve
these digital materials. An institutional repository is a set of services that a institute/university offers
to the members of its community for the management and dissemination of digital materials created
by the institution and its community members.

2.1 Institutional Repositories and Librarian:An institutional repository (IR) is a digital archive of
the scholarly and creative output of an institution, such as a university or research organization. The
content of an IR can include journal articles, conference papers, theses and dissertations, datasets,
multimedia materials, and other forms of scholarly communication.

Librarians often play a key role in managing institutional repositories. They may be
responsible for selecting and acquiring content for the repository, creating metadata to describe the
content, and ensuring that the content is accessible and preserved over time. Librarians may also
provide training and support to faculty and staff on depositing content in the repository, as well as
promoting the use and visibility of the repository within the institution and beyond. Institutional
repositories serve as important tools for institutions to showcase their research and scholarship,
increase visibility and impact, and preserve their intellectual output for future generations.
Librarians play a critical role in ensuring the success of these repositories by providing expertise in
information organization, access, and preservation.

3. Role of Librarians in the management of Institutional Repositories

Librarians play an important role in institutional repositories (IRs) in several ways. IRs are digital
archives that collect, preserve, and provide access to scholarly and creative works produced by
members of an institution, such as faculty, students, and staff. The role of librarians in institutional
repositories can be divided into several areas:

1. Collection Development: Librarians are responsible for selecting, acquiring, and managing
the content of the IR. They work with faculty, researchers, and other stakeholders to identify
important works and ensure that they are added to the repository.

2. Metadata Creation: Metadata is a critical component of an IR because it allows users to find
and retrieve content. Librarians are responsible for creating and managing metadata for the
works in the repository. This involves creating descriptive metadata that accurately represents
the content of the work and assigning appropriate subject headings and keywords.

3. Preservation: Librarians are also responsible for ensuring the long-term preservation of the
content in the repository. They work to develop preservation policies and practices, including
backup and disaster recovery plans, to ensure that the content is protected and accessible for
future generations.

4. Outreach and Education: Librarians play an important role in promoting the use of the IR
and educating users on how to find and use the content. They may provide training sessions or
workshops on searching and accessing the repository, as well as work to promote the
repository through outreach efforts such as social media, newsletters, and other
communication channels.
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5. Advocacy: Finally, librarians can serve as advocates for the IR within the institution and
beyond. They can work to raise awareness of the value of the repository and its contents, as
well as promote the use of open access publishing and other strategies for increasing the
visibility and impact of scholarly and creative works.

6. Copyright and Licensing: Librarians are responsible for ensuring that the digital materials
deposited in the IR comply with copyright and licensing requirements. They work with
content creators to secure necessary permissions and licenses, and they help ensure that the
materials are properly labeled with copyright and licensing information.

7. Technical Support: Librarians provide technical support to ensure the functionality and
usability of the IR. They work with IT staff to maintain the hardware and software systems
that support the IR, and they troubleshoot any technical issues that arise.

8. Training and Support: Librarians provide training and support to faculty, staff, and students
on how to use the IR effectively. They create instructional materials, conduct workshops, and
provide one-on-one consultations to ensure that users understand how to deposit, access, and
use the materials in the IR.

9. To provide guidance and support: One of the key roles of librarians in IRs is to provide
guidance and support to faculty, staff, and students in depositing their scholarly work. This
can include helping them to understand the benefits of depositing their work in an IR,
providing guidance on copyright and intellectual property issues, and assisting with the
technical aspects of depositing content. Librarians may also work with faculty to identify and
collect relevant research outputs to add to the repository.

10. Developing policies and procedures: Librarians can help develop policies and procedures for
depositing, managing, and accessing content in the IR. These policies can help ensure that the
IR adheres to best practices and that the content is of high quality.

11. Assessment and reporting: Librarians can analyze usage statistics and other data to assess
the impact of the IR and identify areas for improvement. They can also create reports for
stakeholders, such as university administrators or funding agencies, to demonstrate the value
of the IR.

12. Marketing and Promotion: Librarians can help to promote the institutional repository
through various channels, including social media, newsletters, brochures, fliers, campus wide
announcement, press release, word of mouth, campus newspaper and radio announcement,
bookmarking, workshops, seminars and conferences and other communications. They can also
work with other departments or units within the institution to promote the repository and its
content to a wider audience.

13. Understanding User Needs: Librarians need to understand the information needs of their
users and be able to develop effective search strategies to retrieve the most relevant
information. They should be able to ask the right questions to clarify users' needs and guide
them in selecting the most appropriate search terms and databases.

14. Search Techniques: Librarians need to have a good understanding of different search
techniques, including Boolean operators, proximity operators, wildcards, truncation, and
phrase searching. They should also be aware of the strengths and weaknesses of different
search engines and databases.

15. Evaluation of Information: Librarians need to evaluate the quality of information retrieved
from various sources to ensure that it is accurate, reliable, and relevant to users' needs. They
should be able to assess the credibility of sources and help users identify biased or incomplete
information.

16. Information Access: Librarians need to ensure that users have access to the information they
need. This includes maintaining up-to-date collections, negotiating access to electronic
resources, and providing instruction on how to use these resources.
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4. Recommendations and Conclusion

After conducting a thorough review of the literature on the role of librarians in the management of
institutional repositories, it is clear that librarians play a crucial role in ensuring the success of these
repositories. Institutional repositories serve as important resources for the dissemination and
preservation of scholarly output, and librarians bring a unique set of skills and expertise to the
management of these repositories. Librarians are responsible for a wide range of activities related to
institutional repositories, including selecting and acquiring content, organizing and classifying
materials, managing metadata, promoting the repository to potential users, and providing technical
support to users. They also play an important role in ensuring the long-term preservation and
accessibility of repository content.In order to effectively manage institutional repositories, librarians
must possess a broad range of skills and knowledge, including expertise in copyright and licensing
issues, knowledge of metadata standards and best practices, and technical proficiency in the use of
repository software and other tools. Librarians must also be able to collaborate effectively with
other stakeholders, including faculty, researchers, and IT professionals, in order to ensure that the
repository meets the needs of all users. Overall the librarians are essential to the success of
institutional repositories, and that their expertise and contributions are critical to the preservation
and dissemination of scholarly output. As institutional repositories continue to grow in importance
and popularity, it is clear that librarians will continue to play a crucial role in their management and
success.

References

1. Hagedorn, K. (2015). The librarian's role in institutional repositories: A content analysis of the
literature. Journal of Academic Librarianship, 41(4), 438-445.

2. Crowe, K. (2011). The librarian's role in the development and management of institutional
repositories. Reference Services Review, 39(2), 259-271.

3. Dhabliya, D. (2021a). AODV Routing Protocol Implementation: Implications for
Cybersecurity. In Intelligent and Reliable Engineering Systems (pp. 144-148). CRC Press.

4. Dhabliya, D. (2021c). Designing a Routing Protocol towards Enhancing System Network
Lifetime. In Intelligent and Reliable Engineering Systems (pp. 160-163). CRC Press.

5. Dhabliya, D. (2021b). Blockchain Technology and Its Growing Role in the Internet of Things.
In Intelligent and Reliable Engineering Systems (pp. 156—159). CRC Press.

6. Jantz, R., &McMillen, P. (2010). Institutional repositories: The role of the academic librarian.
Journal of Library Administration, 50(7-8), 883-898.

7. Hswe, P., & Yun, J. (2011). Institutional repositories, open access, and library roles: A survey
of ARL libraries. College & Research Libraries, 72(3), 236-251.

8. Wu, M. (2012). The librarian's role in the development of institutional repositories in academic
libraries. The Journal of Academic Librarianship, 38(5), 299-303.

9. Bevan, R. (2010). The role of librarians in the development of institutional repositories: A case
study from the University of Sussex. New Review of Academic Librarianship, 16(2), 131-144.

10. Maron, N. L., & Smith, K. K. (2008). Current models of digital scholarly communication:
Results of an investigation conducted by Ithaka for the Association of Research Libraries.
Association of Research Libraries.

11. Lynch, C. (2003). Institutional repositories: Essential infrastructure for scholarship in the
digital age. Portal: Libraries and the Academy, 3(2), 327-336.

12. Wray, R., & Davis, M. (2009). The librarian's role in institutional repository development and
management: A survey of ARL institutions. College & Research Libraries, 70(2), 151-162.

13. Gomes, S. R. (2013). The role of academic libraries in the management of institutional
repositories: A case study of the University of Minho. Program: Electronic Library and
Information Systems, 47(1), 30-48.

Vol. 71 No. 1 (2022) 458

http://philstat.org.ph



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

25.

26.
27.

Mathematical Statistician and Engineering Applications
ISSN: 2094-0343
2326-9865

Crow, R. (2002). The case for institutional repositories: A SPARC position paper. Scholarly
Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition.

Lynch, C. (2003). Institutional repositories: Essential infrastructure for scholarship in the
digital age. Portal: Libraries and the Academy, 3(2), 327-336.

Harnad, S. (2006). Opening access by overcoming Zeno's paralysis. In E. N. Economidou-
Kogetsidis (Ed.), Language contact and contact languages (pp. 35-58). Walter de Gruyter.
Jantz, R. (2010). The changing nature of institutional repositories at small liberal arts colleges.
The Journal of Academic Librarianship, 36(2), 159-166.

Shearer, K. (2013). The role of academic libraries in the development of institutional
repositories: A review of the literature. Journal of Librarianship and Scholarly Communication,
1(1), eP1017.

Bailey, C. W. (2015). The role of librarians in institutional repository data management.
Journal of eScience Librarianship, 4(2), e1081.

Walters, T. O., &Linvill, D. L. (2016). The institutional repository: Benefits and challenges.
Journal of Library Administration, 56(1), 36-51.

Cox, A. M., &Pinfield, S. (2017). Research data management and libraries: Current activities
and future priorities. Journal of Librarianship and Information Science, 49(3), 294-308.

Yang, S., & Xia, J. (2019). A study on the role of academic libraries in institutional repository
development. Journal of Data and Information Science, 4(3), 25-37.

Hagedorn, K., Mietchen, D., Morris, R. A., Agosti, D., Penev, L., Berendsohn, W.
G.,&Chavan, V. (2021). Turning data into action: Recommendations for institutional
repositories in supporting Open Science. Research Ideas and Outcomes, 7, e66645.

Sharma P.L. Institutional Repositories: An Essential tool for Information and Knowledge
Sharing. Proceedings of the National Conference on Future Technologies for Empowering LIS
Professionals: Challenges and Opportunities. SALIS 2007, 9 — 11, August 2007 at University
Library, Anna University, Chennai-600 025. 2.

K.S. Sivakumaren and B. Jeyapragash, Proceedings of the National Seminar on Library Users’
Expectations in Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Environment on 7 — 8,
September 2007, at University Library, MIT Campus, Anna University, Chromepet, Chennai-
600 044. 3.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institutional _repository

T.S. Mali and R.K. Deshmukh, Planing and Implementation of Institutional Repository: A Case
Study of APCOER, June 2022,Vol.9, Issue.2
http://ijrar.org/viewfull.php?&p_id=1JRAR22B2980

459

Vol. 71 No. 1 (2022)
http://philstat.org.ph


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institutional_repository
http://ijrar.org/viewfull.php?&p_id=IJRAR22B2980

